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Copyright ©Branch Out World
Permission is given to print as many copies as needed 

for personal & classroom use only.
Do not share this file electronically. Not for resale or commercial use. 

If you wish to tell others about this lapbook, please direct them to
www.picturebookexplorers.co.uk

where they will be able to download it for themselves for free.
Thank you.
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What is a lapbook?
A lapbook is more than just a cardboard folder that has a selection of small booklets 
stuck inside. 
It's an effective means of displaying and recording a child's learning. 
It's a way of helping children learn by breaking big projects up into smaller, more 
achievable chunks. 
It's more versatile than a workbook, being more hands-on and more creative.
It's a means of providing a personalised education; lapbooks can be adapted for each 
individual child by selecting the minibooks that best suit them and minibooks can be 
completed in a way that builds on each child's strengths. 

Some of the different ways that children can complete the minibooks include -
– some minibooks come with pre-written answers that simply need glueing in;
– children can write answers of varying lengths, from a single word to a full 

paragraph;
– children can draw pictures, instead of writing, to show what they have learnt;
– parents can scribe for less confident writers so that the child's knowledge is 

recorded without them becoming discouraged;
– children can add stickers or clip art to the lapbook base for decoration and to add

further information;
– children who don't complete all the minibooks can still get a sense of 

achievement by putting a lapbook together, even with only one or two minibooks;
– projects can be continued at a later date by the addition of extension flaps, or 

even by adding a second lapbook base. Bases can be glued back to back, or outer 
panels can be glued together.

Making This Lapbook
Necessary Materials:
You will need:
A4 card for lapbook base (see below)
A5 card for cover
a good quality gluestick
double-sided sticky tape
split pin paper fastener (for the camping equipment minibook)

Completing the minibooks:
Unless your children particularly enjoy cutting and folding, I strongly recommend cutting
out all the minibook pieces before starting this project with them. 
If a minibook is made of more than one component, paper-clip the pieces together or 
store them in individual self-sealing bags or envelopes.
Store the whole lot, including completed minibooks, in a ziplock bag or document wallet
until the project is finished.

Use a good quality glue stick to stick the minibook components together.
When sticking the minibooks onto the lapbook base, it is better to use double-sided 
sticky tape for some of the heavier ones. This is particularly true of the camping 
equipment minibook.

Lapbook base:
This is a mini lapbook, and as such requires only a piece of A4 card. With the A4 card in 
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the landscape position, fold it into three sections as shown below. The two side panels 
should be evenly sized and should meet in the middle of the centre panel.

Adding the minibooks:
This is the suggested layouts for this lapbook. Your finished lapbook may well look 
different because children often prefer to design their own layout. Children don't always
want to complete all the minibooks.  Feel free to adapt this lapbook to suit your own 
children's needs. Drawings and photographs can be glued to the back of the lapbook.

When did I camp
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Fill in the date the camping trip started and the day that it finished.
Complete the year on the front cover i.e. 20 becomes 2016

Instructions for constructing minibook
Cut out the Backing Section in one piece around the thick black outline.
There are two options for constructing the minibook to make the activity more or less 
challenging to suit each child's ability.
Cut out the Calendar Cover, around the black outline 
Fold the two section Calendar Cover in half.
Glue the date sheet inside the minibook.
Glue the completed minibook to the backing section, matching up the two “Glue Here” 
sections.
Glue the backing section into the lapbook.
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Where did I camp?

For non-UK lapbookers and those with younger children, either write down where you 
went camping, or stick pictures and information from leaflets etc.

Use a large UK map to find where you went camping.
Find the county on the map and colour it red.
Colour the sea blue.

Extension:
Mark your home town on the map.
How far did you travel to get to camp?

Instructions for minibook construction
Cut around the black rectangular outline around the map.
Cut out the minibook cover in one piece.
Fold the top and bottom panels of the cover into the centre of the minibook. 
Fold along the lines as indicated.
Glue the map inside the minibook on the large centre panel.
Stick the section marked “Glue Here” to the lapbook folder.
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Camping Equipment Minibook

What special equipment did you use at camp?
Did you sleep in a tent, a camper, a caravan or something else?
What did you cook on?
What did you use for light at night?
What did you use for bedding?

Children draw pictures of any special camping equipment they remember, or they can 
write the name of each item on one of the cards.
Some children may prefer to use the clip art provided.

Instructions for constructing minibook.
Cut out luggage tags.
Pierce a hole through the circle on each tag.
Stack together.
Put a paper fastener through the holes.
Children can fill the minibook in.
Use double-sided sticky tape to attach the minibook to the lapbook. 
To make an even stronger attachment, pierce a hole through the lapbook cover and put 
the paper fastener through that before opening the split pin out.
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Three Little Minibooks

1.Weather Minibook
Children observe and record the weather for each day of the camp. They can draw a 
picture to represent the weather, or they may prefer to write a description.

Instructions for constructing minibook 1.
Cut out in one piece.
Fold along long lines as indicated.
Fold bottom flap up. This can be divided into as many sections as days you are camping.
Fold top cover down.
Stick “Glue Here” section to lapbook.

2. What I enjoyed most at camp minibook
Children can write about their favourite activity, or draw a picture to illustrate what 
they liked best.

Instructions for constructing minibook 2.
Cut out in one piece.
Fold along line as indicated.
Insert answer into minibook.
Stick “Glue Here” section to lapbook.

3. Camp Acrostic minibook
In acrostic poems, the first letter of every line forms a word when put together. In this 
activity, the word CAMP is formed.

Children can write their own acrostic poems, writing one line on each section of the 
minibook.

Instructions for constructing minibook.
Cut out in one piece.
Fold along long lines as indicated.
Where indicated by scissors, cut along short lines to the fold. 
Fold “CAMP” flaps in first.
Fold “AROSTIC” flap over to create matchbook.
Stick “Glue Here” section to lapbook.
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Flora and Fauna at Camp

Children can include any animals (fauna) or plants (flora) that they see while they are at
camp.
Answers can be written or drawn.

Instructions for constructing minibooks.
Cut out each minibook in one piece.
Fold along lines as indicated.
Fold side flaps in and fold cover down.
Insert answer into minibook.
Stick “Glue Here” sections to lapbook.
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Lapbook Cover
Cut out in one piece.
Children can personalise the cover by colouring it in and adding people, weather, 
camping equipment etc. to the cover.
Stick onto a piece of card.
Glue the back of the card to the left-hand side front flap of the lapbook.
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For more educational resources  
created by 

Branch Out World

please visit the website
www.picturebookexplorers.co.uk

or find us on Facebook

Thank you 
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